
It has been a wonderful 40th anniversary year for all of us who invest in greater literacy in our community
through SDCOL. We are devoting this space to expressing our gratitude for special contributions that people and
agencies have made towards our efforts. The listing below is evidence that we are making good on our mission
to unite the community to support literacy for all through advocacy, partnerships, and resources.

c3 Communications, for one year of pro bono promotional services, thus putting literacy and SDCOL in the
public eye and helping us celebrate and shine in our 40th year. More people were served, and more
resources were generated because of the generous investments made by c3.

Tom Davis and the Center for Educational Innovation, for selflessly using their connections in 2025 and
2026 to raise funds for SDCOL through publishers' panels.

Dr. Seuss Foundation, for adopting the Imagination Library program and bringing more books to local
children, ages 0-4. As SDCOL transitioned from this program, the Dr. Seuss Foundation picked up the
programming.

KPBS and USD, for their second year of presenting the San Diego Book Festival. This event is a major
undertaking. Special Thanks to Jenelle Dean for her amazing work.

The Molina Foundation, for the book grant that brought 30,000 books to the San Diego region in 2026. In
the past 10 years, SDCOL has distributed over 580,000 books throughout the community, mostly because of
the Foundation.

Data Science Alliance, for finding meaningful ways of measuring the state
       of literacy in the San Diego region. Once again, San Diego excels.
       DSA makes all of us look good.

ABC 10News, for numerous profiles on local literacy programs,
       Storybook Time, Report on Literacy,  When You Give a Child a Book,
       and more!

The 35 affiliated programs, tutors, teachers, and
       SDCOL Board of Directors, for giving their time and hearts
       towards our noble, life-changing cause.

And You, for the role you play in our greater literacy family.

THANK YOU!

Dear Friends,

Jose L. Cruz,
Chief Executive Officer

San Diego Council on Literacy
3245 University Ave., #301

San Diego, CA 92104
www.literacysandiego.org

Voice of Literacy
“Gratitude is the most direct route
to God and the angels.”
“Gratitude is the most direct route
to God and the angels.”
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Community Champions
Robert Alden
Gordon Baker
David C. Copley
Paula Cordeiro & David O’Brien
Gregory Cox
Jeffrey Demos
Audrey Geisel
Judith Harris & Dr. Robert Singer
Jane Johnson
William D. Lynch
Shula Monroe
Helga Moore
Rose Patek

Learners
John Corcoran
Maria Gonzalez
Nyla Henry
Denise O’Neal
Amelia Sandoval

Founders
Brian Bilbray
Helen K. Copley
Murray Galinson

Ron Roberts
Nancy Rohland-Heinrich
Drew Schlosberg
Laura Walcher
Robert Walcher

Practitioners
Robert Condon
Stoney & Gloria DeMent
Nancy Hampson
Valerie Hardie
Lynda Jones
Stan Levy
Chris McFadden
Carrie W. Scott

Thursday, December 3, 2026
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

San Diego Oasis, Rancho Bernardo
17170 Rancho Bernardo Center Dr.

San Diego, CA 92128

Literacy Champions Reception
& San Diego Literacy

Hall of Fame Induction Program

The San Diego Council on Literacy invites you to
attend its annual
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contact@literacysandiego.org
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San Diego Literacy Hall of Fame

San Diego Council on Literacy
3245 University Ave., #301

San Diego, CA 92104
www.literacysandiego.org

100,000 served annually by SDCOL
affiliated programs.
35,000+ books distributed in 2026.
585,000+ books distributed since
2016.
Replenishment of Little Free Library
stations with SD County Library.
Defining the state of literacy with
Data Science Alliance: Adult literacy
by zip codes.
Once Upon a Fair with SD County Fair:
Fables, Fairy Tales, Folktales,
Books/Stories.
KPBS San Diego Book Festival.
Volunteer recruitment and
information & referral services.

Achievement Highlights

(Contact: jcruz@literacysandiego.org)

mailto:jcruz@literacysandiego.org


POETIC
Abby Pruitt
Allison Ohle
Allsaid & Dunn, LLC/Erika 
Becton, Dickinson and Bird
Brenda L. Gray
Brooke Binkowski (Kimberly)
Bruce Johnson
C.A. Lang
Carrie Scott
Charles Leek
Charlie Owens
Chris N. McFadden Company
Cybele Thompson
D.L. Robideau
Daniel Trebbien
Dave Owens
Derin Dunlay
Douglas Wahl
Edward Becerra  
Erika Bird
Friends of READ San Diego Literacy Programs
Herbert J. Solomon Fund Instruments
IVRSTAR Foundation Corp.
Jaclyn Abrams
Jeffrey Chin
Jessica Baron
Joann & David Stang
Joe & Robin Valente
John Corcoran Foundation
John Cramer
Jonathan & Sharon Hee
Jose De Anda
Kathleen Grano (Texas
Kendra Straub
Kristie Bruce-Lane
Larry & Phyllis Barber
Laura Decker

Thank You to Our Donors!Thank You to Our Donors!
October 1, 2025 to September 30, 2026

LEGENDARY
$10,000

MYTHIC
$5,000

CLASSIC
$2,500

ROMANTIC
$1,000

NOVEL
$500+

POETIC
Up to $499

LEGENDARY
David C. Copley Foundation
Dr. Ann Gladys Education
      Fund/Santa Fe Foundation 
Network for Education Access, LLC
Scripps Howerd Fund
State of California, Imaginary Library
Stephen & Mary Birch Foundation

MYTHIC
Downtown San Diego Lions Club
Granada Fund
Parsec Education, Inc.

CLASSIC
Chuck & Sandra Devereux
Elwyn Heller Foundation of San Diego
Joseph A. Otahal
Samuel & John Henry Fox
Foundation
San Diego Gas & Electric
Stan & Vickie Levy

ROMANTIC
California Credit Union
Dan & Marguerite Frazee
Dr. Robert Singer & Judith Harris
      Endowment Program
Goodwin Brown Gross & Lovelace
LLP
Janet Silva Kister & John N. Kister
Valerie Brown
Vanguard Charitable 

NOVEL
Diane Strum Charitable Fund/DAF
Gormican Family Trust
Jo Birdsell
Kendra Scott LLC
Todd Kaprielian

Laura Walcher
Leslye Lyons
Marcia Mattson
Margaret M. Kazmer Trust
Mark Curlanis
Mary G. Colacicco, Ph.D.
Mary Lou Saborio
Matewos Bogale
Maureen Nightwine
Melanie Mashburn
Monica Ball
Nancy Sasaki
Neelum Arya
Nyla Henry
P.S. Rosenstein
Parra & Associates LLC
Patrick S. Stalnaker
Peter Clines
R. Reyes
Rich Kushner
Rohn and Susan Trieglaff
San Diego Foundation Endowment Fund/SDCOL
Sandra K. Piccillo
Scott Sieburth & Karin Soderberg
Sonali Sikchi
Stephanie Labou
Susan Jean Grasberger
Sylvia Wider Amber Family Foundation
Teresa B. Schrader
The Orose Family
Tom Davis
United Way of Salt Lake City
V.I. Graziano
Valerie Hardie
Zhongyue Lin

San Diego Council on Literacy
3245 University Ave., #301

San Diego, CA 92104
www.literacysandiego.org



Donate Today!
We achieve because of
your support.
Please make a gift to the
San Diego Council on
Literacy today.

The San Diego Council on Literacy is a 501c3
nonprofit organization: 33-0390376

Board of Directors
SDCOL Officers
Frank Wofford, Chair
Carrie Scott, Vice Chair
Lucas Woodward, Secretary, Esq., LL.M.
Mary Colacicco, Treasurer, Ph.D.

Board Members
Jessica Baron
Erica Bird
Valerie Brown, MSN RN
Kristie Bruce-Lane
Ann Gladys, Ph.D.
Michelle Irby, Chair, Affiliated
Programs
Kristin Shea

Staff
Jose L. Cruz, Chief Executive Officer
Michael Trebbien, Accountant

Advisory Commitee
John Corcoran
Valerie Hardie
Nancy Rohland-Heinrich
Drew Schlosberg

Honorary Board
Gregory Cox (former County Supervisor)
William D. Lynch
Ron Roberts (former County Supervisor)
Dr. Robert Singer

Voice of Literacy
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